
 

 December 29, 2011 

 

 
 

Valerie Mitchell-Stevens  

After School Manager  

Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. 
935 South Second Street 

Plainfield, NJ 07063 

 

 

Dear Ms. Mitchell-Stevens: 

 

It is our great pleasure to inform you that the Council on Accreditation (COA) 

has approved the accreditation of Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) 

Foundation, Inc. through 12/31/2015. Let me again say how significant this 

achievement is! It represents the fulfillment of countless hours of hard work 

and the dedication of many people–most notably your staff.  Please extend my 

congratulations to them.  

 

In that regard, enclosed is the recognition of Second Street Youth Center 

(SSYC) Foundation, Inc. as a provider of high quality After School Program 

Services.   

 

This formal notification includes your Final Accreditation Report (FAR), a 

draft memo you might consider using for communicating this significant 

accomplishment to your staff, and a sample news release.  A certificate attesting 

to your program’s accredited status will be sent to you shortly. 

 

Your Final Accreditation Report (FAR) is an important and incredibly valuable 

document.  It contains the observations and recommendations of your Endorser 

colleagues based on your self-study and site visit.  In essence, the FAR 

provides a unique view of your program as seen through the eyes of highly 

experienced professionals.  In it you will find a copy of the full accreditation 

ratings for all Purpose, Core, and Practice standards, identifying the 

Fundamental Practice standards.  It may also contain any noted program 

strengths and opportunities for improvement. 
 

How you use the report and with whom you share it is, of course, entirely up to 

you.  At the very least, however, we recommend that you provide relevant 

excerpts to those members of your staff who are directly responsible for the 

respective findings.  Should you do so, please explain that the report is 

intended to be constructive, and that the goal is to provide specific, tangible 

examples of how they can make your program even stronger and even better. 
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Having said that, you should know that those ratings for which you did not demonstrate 

implementation should be addressed through your CQI process.   

 

Even though they did not require correction in order to achieve accreditation, they will be made a 

part of your file and reviewed during your next accreditation cycle.  Remember, COA 

accreditation is not an end in and of itself.  Rather, it is a process by which your program can 

consistently strive for and achieve new levels of excellence.     

 

Finally, let me say that your relationship with COA does not end with this letter.  Ours is a 

partnership. As such, I would ask that you feel free to share with me your ideas and concerns.  

Additionally, please feel free to contact Stephanie Pacinella, Director of Standards Development 

& Accreditation Commission, either by email at spacinella@coanet.org or by telephone at 

518.631.9181, if you have any questions.  Together we can enrich the lives of children, 

individuals, and families in need everywhere. 
 

We are proud to be associated with you and your colleagues.  We wish you the very best in your 

continuing service to persons in your community. That is the power of accreditation. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

 

Richard Klarberg 

President and Chief Executive Officer  

 

RK: SH 

Attachment 

 

 

mailto:spacinella@coanet.org


 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 
TO:  Our Board of Directors and Staff Members 

 

FROM: Valerie Mitchell-Stevens 

  After School Manager 

  Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. 

 

RE:  After School Program Accreditation  

 

DATE:  December 29, 2011 

 

 

Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. has just received notification that we 

have been accredited by the Council on Accreditation (COA). 

 

This is a significant achievement for our after school program and one that we are extremely 

proud of. Accreditation attests that our after school program meets the highest national standards. 

In addition, it provides assurance to our stakeholders that Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) 

Foundation, Inc. is delivering needed services in our community, conducting its operations 

successfully, and managing its funds effectively. 

 

Although the formal part of the accreditation process has been completed, our work is far from 

over. COA accreditation is not an end in and of itself. Rather, it is a process by which our 

program can consistently strive for and achieve new levels of excellence. 

 

In that regard, we have received our Final Accreditation Report (FAR). This is an important and 

valuable document.  It contains the observations and recommendations of our Endorser 

colleagues, formed through their evaluation of our self-study and during our site visit. The FAR 

provides a unique view of our program as seen through the eyes of highly experienced 

professionals.  

 

The FAR is intended to be constructive and its goal is to provide specific, tangible examples of 

how we can make our program even stronger. In addition, those standards that were not fully 

implemented must be addressed through our continuous quality improvement process as they will 

be a component of our future reaccreditation process. 

 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you for all of your hard work and 

continuing support and commitment, which has been instrumental in Second Street Youth 

Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. successfully achieving COA After School Program 

accreditation. 

 



 

 

December 28, 2011 

 

 

 

 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !   
 

SECOND STREET YOUTH CENTER (SSYC) FOUNDATION, INC. 

HAS BEEN ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL ON ACCREDITATION 

 

 

The Council on Accreditation (COA) is delighted to inform you that Second 

Street Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. has been accredited. COA’s 

commitment to maintaining the highest level of standards and quality 

improvement is designed to identify providers that have set high performance 

standards for themselves and have made a commitment to their constituents to 

deliver the highest quality services.  COA is proud to recognize Second Street 

Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. as one of these outstanding providers.  

 

COA accreditation is an objective and reliable verification that provides 

confidence and support to an after school program’s children and youth, 

parents, staff and community partners.  The COA accreditation process involves 

a detailed review and analysis of both a program’s administrative operations and 

its service delivery practices.  All are “measured” against national standards of 

best practice.  These standards emphasize services that are accessible, 

appropriate, culturally responsive, evidence based, and outcomes-oriented.  In 

addition, they confirm that the services are provided by a skilled and supported 

workforce and that all individuals are treated with dignity and respect. 

 

COA congratulates Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc. for 

their hard work and wonderful achievement and is proud to have it as part of 

COA’s Community of Excellence. 
 

 

Founded in 1977, COA is an independent not-for-profit international accreditor of 

the full continuum of community-based behavioral health care and human service 

organizations. Today, over 1800 organizations—public and private—are either COA 

accredited or are in the process of seeking accreditation.  These organizations serve 

over 7 million of our most vulnerable individuals each year!
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AREAS FOR OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The following ratings have not been fully implemented and we ask that you address them through 

your CQI process. Even though these standards did not require correction in order to achieve 

accreditation, they will be made a part of your file and reviewed during your next accreditation cycle. 

We request that you begin demonstrating implementation on all of the below standards before your 

next accreditation cycle. 

 

 

Standard 

Code 

Rating Peer Team Report 

ASP-HR 7.01 4 A direct care staff member doesn't have a health assessment or TB test 

on file. 

ASP-PS 10.01 3 The staff did not greet all parents as they came into the program to pick 

up their children. 

ASP-PS 13.07 3 There is no policy for accepting children with special needs. 

ASP-PS 5.01 3 Children move in groups, not at their own pace. Snack is given together, 

not as an activity choice. 

ASP-PS 7.02 3 While some children were offered outside time, not all the children were 

offered the option of going outside. 



 

Fundamentals: ELS = Essential Life and Safety; HW = Health and Welfare; CR = Client Rights  

Ratings: 1 = Full Implementation; 2 = Substantial Implementation; 3 = Partial Implementation; 4 = Unsatisfactory Implementation; 5 = NA 
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FINAL RATINGS 
 

After School Standards 

 

Second Street Youth Center (SSYC) Foundation, Inc.  

Org #:10165  

 

Standard Code Fundamentals Rating 

ASP-AM  1 

ASP-AM 1  1 

ASP-AM 1.01 FPS 1 

ASP-AM 1.02 FPS 1 

ASP-AM 1.03 FPS 1 

ASP-AM 2  1 

ASP-AM 2.01  1 

ASP-AM 2.02  1 

ASP-AM 2.03  1 

ASP-AM 3  1 

ASP-AM 3.01  1 

ASP-AM 3.02  1 

ASP-AM 3.03  1 

ASP-AM 3.04  1 

ASP-AM 3.05  1 

ASP-AM 4  5 

ASP-AM 5  1 

ASP-AM 5.01  1 

ASP-AM 5.02  1 

ASP-AM 5.03  1 

ASP-AM 5.04  1 

ASP-AM 6  2 

ASP-AM 6.01 FPS 1 

ASP-AM 6.02 FPS 2 

ASP-AM 6.03 FPS 1 

ASP-AM 7  1 

ASP-AM 8  1 

ASP-AM 8.01  1 

ASP-AM 8.02 FPS 2 

ASP-AM 8.03  1 

ASP-AM 8.04  1 

ASP-AM 8.05  1 



 

Fundamentals: ELS = Essential Life and Safety; HW = Health and Welfare; CR = Client Rights  

Ratings: 1 = Full Implementation; 2 = Substantial Implementation; 3 = Partial Implementation; 4 = Unsatisfactory Implementation; 5 = NA 
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Standard Code Fundamentals Rating 

ASP-AM 9  1 

ASP-AM 9.01  1 

ASP-AM 9.02  1 

ASP-AM 9.03  1 

ASP-AM 9.04  1 

ASP-HR  2 

ASP-HR 1  1 

ASP-HR 1.01  1 

ASP-HR 1.02  1 

ASP-HR 1.03  1 

ASP-HR 1.04  1 

ASP-HR 1.05  1 

ASP-HR 2  1 

ASP-HR 3  2 

ASP-HR 3.01  2 

ASP-HR 3.02  2 

ASP-HR 3.03  1 

ASP-HR 3.04 FPS 1 

ASP-HR 3.05 FPS 1 

ASP-HR 3.06  1 

ASP-HR 4  1 

ASP-HR 4.01  1 

ASP-HR 4.02  1 

ASP-HR 4.03  1 

ASP-HR 4.04  1 

ASP-HR 4.05  1 

ASP-HR 5  2 

ASP-HR 5.01 FPS 1 

ASP-HR 5.02  1 

ASP-HR 5.03  1 

ASP-HR 5.04  2 

ASP-HR 5.05  2 

ASP-HR 5.06  1 

ASP-HR 5.07  2 

ASP-HR 5.08  1 

ASP-HR 5.09  1 

ASP-HR 5.10  1 

ASP-HR 6  1 

ASP-HR 6.01  1 

ASP-HR 6.02  1 

ASP-HR 6.03  1 

ASP-HR 7  2 

ASP-HR 7.01  4 



 

Fundamentals: ELS = Essential Life and Safety; HW = Health and Welfare; CR = Client Rights  

Ratings: 1 = Full Implementation; 2 = Substantial Implementation; 3 = Partial Implementation; 4 = Unsatisfactory Implementation; 5 = NA 
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Standard Code Fundamentals Rating 

ASP-HR 7.02  1 

ASP-HR 7.03  1 

ASP-HR 8  1 

ASP-HR 8.01  1 

ASP-HR 8.02 FPS 1 

ASP-HR 8.03  1 

ASP-PS  2 

ASP-PS 1  1 

ASP-PS 1.01  1 

ASP-PS 1.02  1 

ASP-PS 2  1 

ASP-PS 2.01  1 

ASP-PS 2.02  1 

ASP-PS 2.03  1 

ASP-PS 2.04  1 

ASP-PS 2.05  1 

ASP-PS 3  2 

ASP-PS 3.01  1 

ASP-PS 3.02  1 

ASP-PS 3.03  2 

ASP-PS 3.04  2 

ASP-PS 4  1 

ASP-PS 4.01  1 

ASP-PS 4.02  1 

ASP-PS 4.03  1 

ASP-PS 4.04 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 4.05 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 4.06 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 5  2 

ASP-PS 5.01  3 

ASP-PS 5.02  2 

ASP-PS 5.03  2 

ASP-PS 5.04  1 

ASP-PS 5.05  2 

ASP-PS 5.06  2 

ASP-PS 5.07  1 

ASP-PS 5.08 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 5.09 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 6  1 

ASP-PS 6.01  1 

ASP-PS 6.02  2 

ASP-PS 6.03  1 

ASP-PS 6.04  1 



 

Fundamentals: ELS = Essential Life and Safety; HW = Health and Welfare; CR = Client Rights  

Ratings: 1 = Full Implementation; 2 = Substantial Implementation; 3 = Partial Implementation; 4 = Unsatisfactory Implementation; 5 = NA 
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Standard Code Fundamentals Rating 

ASP-PS 6.05  1 

ASP-PS 6.06  1 

ASP-PS 7  1 

ASP-PS 7.01  1 

ASP-PS 7.02  3 

ASP-PS 7.03  1 

ASP-PS 7.04  1 

ASP-PS 8  2 

ASP-PS 8.01 FPS 2 

ASP-PS 8.02 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 8.03 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 8.04 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 8.05 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 8.06 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 8.07 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 8.08 FPS 2 

ASP-PS 9  2 

ASP-PS 9.01 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.02 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.03 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.04 FPS 2 

ASP-PS 9.05 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.06 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.07 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.08 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.09 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.10 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 9.11 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 10  2 

ASP-PS 10.01  3 

ASP-PS 10.02  1 

ASP-PS 10.03  1 

ASP-PS 10.04  2 

ASP-PS 11  1 

ASP-PS 11.01  1 

ASP-PS 11.02  1 

ASP-PS 11.03  1 

ASP-PS 11.04  1 

ASP-PS 12  1 

ASP-PS 12.01 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 12.02 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 12.03 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 12.04 FPS 2 



 

Fundamentals: ELS = Essential Life and Safety; HW = Health and Welfare; CR = Client Rights  

Ratings: 1 = Full Implementation; 2 = Substantial Implementation; 3 = Partial Implementation; 4 = Unsatisfactory Implementation; 5 = NA 
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Standard Code Fundamentals Rating 

ASP-PS 12.05 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 13  1 

ASP-PS 13.01 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 13.02 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 13.03  1 

ASP-PS 13.04  1 

ASP-PS 13.05 FPS 1 

ASP-PS 13.06  1 

ASP-PS 13.07  3 
 


